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House of Burgess: Nimoy was, was not Spock 
‘Star Trek’ actor died Friday at 83 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Leonard Nimoy was always one of the chillest cats on the face of the Earth 


to me. Tell me you didn’t fashion a pair of Spock ears at some point. 


“Long before being nerdy was cool, there was Leonard Nimoy,” read a 
statement issued Friday by President Barack Obama. Nimoy died at 83 of 
end-stage chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. Leonard was a lifelong 
lover of the arts and humanities, a supporter of the sciences, generous with 


his talent and his time. And of course, Leonard was Spock. Cool, logical, 


big-eared and level-headed, the center of Star Trek’s optimistic, inclusive 
vision of humanity’s future. I loved Spock. In 2007, I had the chance to meet 
Leonard in person. It was only logical to greet him with the Vulcan salute, 
the universal sign for “Live long and prosper.” (Nimoy recently told the 
Yiddish Book Center Wexler Oral History Project the hand signal and 
greeting had been adapted from a childhood memory of a kohanic blessing 


by Jewish priests.) 


Until this week, I had completely forgotten that Nimoy narrated all 144 
episodes of the original version of the television series “In Search of...” from 
1977 to 1982, taking over after original narrator Rod Serling’s death. (In 
1961, Nimoy also starred in Season 3, Episode 15 of “The Twilight Zone: A 


Quality of Mercy.”) 


Syndicated reruns of this show that I viewed during my childhood melted 
my young mind. This was a show so dangerous it had a warning at start: 
“This series presents information based in part on theory and conjecture. 
The producer’s purpose is to suggest some possible explanations, but not 
necessarily the only ones, to the mysteries we will examine.” Ancient aliens, 
Bigfoot, the Bermuda Triangle, the Loch Ness Monster, Easter Island, Jack 


the Ripper, D.B. Cooper, Stonehenge, they were all new ideas to me. 


In addition to 1987’s “3 Men and a Baby,” Nimoy also directed two of the 
best Star Trek movies: 1984’s “Star Trek III: The Search for Spock” and (my 


personal favorite of the series) 1986’s “Star Trek IV: The Voyage Home.” I 


haven’t seen it for years, but the latter is a romp (also co-written by Nimoy) 


involving time travel, 1980s San Francisco and humpback whales. 


“When they finished writing the script for ‘Star Trek IV,’ they must have had 
a lot of silly grins on their faces,” wrote the late Chicago Sun-Times movie 
critic Roger Ebert in his three-and-a-half-star Nov. 26, 1986, review. “This is 
easily the most absurd of the ‘Star Trek’ stories — and yet, oddly enough, it 
is also the best, the funniest and the most enjoyable in simple human terms. 
I’m relieved that nothing like restraint or common sense stood in their 


n 


way. 


How weird must it have been for any of the original “Star Trek” actors to 
luck into their roles? They were just working actors and, then, they walk 
face-first into the defining role of their careers. Certainly, Nimoy had 
trouble processing this as he named his two autobiographies “I Am Not 
Spock” (1975) and “I Am Spock” (1995.) (Nevertheless, I was excited to see 
him as the only original cast member to return in the two latest J.J. Abrams 
“Star Trek” remakes, starring alongside new Spock Zachary Quinto as 
Spock Prime.) “His artistic pursuits — poetry, photography and music in 
addition to acting — ranged far beyond the United Federation of Planets,” 


reported The New York Times’ Virginia Heffernan Friday. 


Kirk or Spock? The eternal struggle. My wife, Ash, always picks Spock. I 
usually can’t help but go with Kirk. She rightly points out Kirk’s brash 


impotence. I, however, find myself drawn to blustery, charismatic leaders, 


even if they sometimes steer into danger. Now, I think I may have to change 
my mind. I realize Spock is more interesting because he is half-Vulcan, his 
mother human and his father a Vulcan. That same sense of dichotomy is 


also what made Leonard Nimoy so interesting. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 


via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


